OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS

MONDAY, APRIL 5, 2010

Mayor Redman called a regular meeting of the Marlette City Council to order at 7 pm and led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Redman introduced Pastor Mike Hollenbeck, of the Grace Bible Church, who offered prayer.

Roll:  Quade, Wilson, Cargill, Moshier and Zampich.  Excused: Elliott.  Also Present:  Interim Manager LaPonsie.

Motion by Cargill and second by Moshier to approve the minutes of the March 1, 2010 regular meeting as presented.

Motion Carried; Opposed:  None

Motion by Cargill and second by Wilson to approve payment of the following bills as  presented.


BILLS









AMOUNT

2 DETROIT EDISON







$         2,991.00
ASSURANT EMPLOYEE BENEFITS






333.35

BOSSERT, KEVIN









153.71

BYRNES, BUDDY









  33.53

CENTURYLINK









239.84

CITY OF MARLETTE







           1,835.24

COMFORT INN









357.00

DETROIT EDISON







           2,181.57

DOMAIN REGISTRY OF AMERICA






  30.00

EAGLE, GAYLA









108.00

EMMERICK, JOE









200.00

HARLAM AMBASSADORS, INC.







500.00

HUNTOON LUMBER COMPANY, INC.






  13.77

LAYNE CHRISTENSEN COMPANY





            1,000.00

LIGHTYEAR NETWORK SOLUTIONS






  59.59

LONG’S TRI-COUNTY GAS CO., INC.






318.97

MARLETTE POST OFFICE







185.00

MERS









            4,220.73

MORTON INTERNATIONAL






            2,890.28

PAYROLL ACCOUNT







          16,595.79

PETTY CASH









  60.19

SELF SERVE LUMBER








  31.97

SPRINT










  15.00

STANDARD OFFICE SUPPLY







381.23

STATE OF MICHIGAN








268.00

THE SANDUSKY TRIBUNE







  25.00

THUMB CELLULAR








  40.41

TODD’S GLASS









  68.25

TOSHIBA










120.00

TOUMA, WATSON, WHALING, COURY






405.00

UNIQUE PAVING MATERIALS CORP.






425.60

DALE WOOD, CITY ASSESSOR







916.66








TOTAL



$        37,004.68

Motion Carried, Opposed: None

MARLETTE, MICHIGAN

APRIL 5, 2010

PAGE 2

ADDITIONS, CORRECTIONS, DELETIONS TO AGENDA – None
CORRESPONDENCE -  Mayor Redman referenced email letters received today, by the City Manager, from Julie Thomas and her insurance agent.  Ms. Thomas experienced a house fire in November of 2009, for which she received a bill from the City, in the amount of $4950, for the cost of the 4.25 hour fire run.  She is asking for a reduction to the total bill.  Council questioned Fire Chief Bower, as to rates in surrounding communities.  Council took no action on the request, as they feel our rates are in line with other communities.

CITIZENS CONCERNS/COMMENTS – Sanilac County Commission Chairman, Jim Ruby, reported on Commission meetings.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE MAYOR – None
COUNCIL/COMMITTEE REPORTS – Quade reported the Pool is scheduled to open the first week in June.  Finance Chair Cargill noted that work will begin on the budget again, as soon as the March numbers are in.  

MANAGER’S REPORT – Interim Manager LaPonsie had nothing to add to his written report.  There were no questions for the Manager.

POLICE CHIEF’S REPORT – Chief McGinnis reported blight clean up has begun.  The AK47 was sold outright to Scott’s Quick Stop rather than a swap for ammunition.  

Motion was made by Wilson, second by Quade to increase the cost of police/accident reports from $5 to $7.

Motion Carried; Opposed: None  

OLD BUSINESS – None

NEW BUSINESS – Wade-Trim representative Tim Truax addressed Council and the City’s request to have Wade-Trim give them a price to contract for DPW services.  Truax noted Wade-Trim has one community on the west side of the state where they have provided contracted DPW services for ten years.  There was very general discussion held; Mayor Redman and Council decided they will meet with Wade-Trim at a workshop prior to the April 19th meeting to discuss the option further.

Mike Banfield of Wade-Trim was present to address areas of potential revenue to the City, through additional services that could be offered at the City’s Wastewater Treatment Plant.  The additional services that could be offered would be:  the dumping of RV holding tanks, Drinking Water testing and Outside Wastewater Testing.  After discussion, Council consensus was to discuss the matter further, at the workshop prior to the April 19th meeting.
CDBG INDUSTRIAL PARK GRANT – Manager LaPonsie and Mayor Redman reviewed recent correspondence received from Larry Roggenbuck of MEDC and the proposal for the City to repay $133,225.68 to the State of Michigan.  This would be calculated by using a $35,000 per job earn out rate; further, the amount would be determined by subtracting the $420,000 (12 x $35,000) from the total amount of CDBG funds used by the City for the infrastructure in the industrial park, which was $553,225.68 ($553,225.68 - $420,000 = $133,225.68).  It was noted the Manager and Mayor had met with the City Attorney, regarding the proposal.  Council consensus was that once an agreement is reached with the MEDC Loan Officer, the City Attorney will review that agreement, prior to the Council approving the final pay off, and the City mailing a check to the State.
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Motion by Wilson and second by Moshier to authorize the Manager to contact Larry Roggenbuck and to discuss the final repayment arrangements with the MEDC Loan Officer.  Further, that said final repayment agreement will be reviewed by the City Attorney, prior to Council authorizing the payment to the State of Michigan.

Motion Carried; Opposed: Quade

Motion by Cargill and second by Quade to authorize the D.D.A. Board to put the resurfacing and upgrading of the Fenner Street parking lot and alley out for bids.  The D.D.A. Board will review the bids received and bring a recommendation back to Council for its approval.

Motion Carried; Opposed: None

TREES AND SIDEWALKS – Chief McGinnis reported that a letter had gone out to the property owner of the tree on East Marlette Street that was the ‘original’ tree of concern.  The property owner has been given fourteen (14) days to make arrangements to have the tree removed or the City will make similar arrangements and bill the property owner.  Council’s ‘next’ decision is whether to have Chief McGinnis continue to contact property owners and advise of tree trimming and/or removal that they need to do, or is the City going to revert to past practice of taking responsibility for ‘right-of-way’ trees.
Motion by Quade, second by Zampich to authorize City Attorney Streamers to write a Tree Ordinance which states the City is responsible for maintenance and/or removal of trees in the City street right-of-way.  
Motion Carried; Opposed: None

Council’s direction to Chief McGinnis was to continue as he has started, until a new Ordinance is adopted.

Motion by Quade and second by Wilson to refer the current Sidewalk Ordinance to City Attorney Streamers, for the drafting of a new, efficient, enforceable Sidewalk Ordinance, for review and adoption by the City Council.

Motion Carried; Opposed: None

COUNCIL COMMENTS – Councilman Quade thanked the D.D.A. for taking on the parking lot maintenance.

Councilman Zampich reminded Council members and Clerk of the upcoming MML Region V meeting, which Marlette is hosting this year.  The date is May 21st from 10 am to 3 pm at the St. Elizabeth Hall.

Motion by Quade and second by Cargill to adjourn at 8:50 pm.
Motion Carried; Opposed: None

___________________________________

DONALD REDMAN, MAYOR

___________________________________

CAROL J. GOODRICH, CITY CLERK
