MARLETTE AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

April 7, 2010
The Marlette Area Chamber of Commerce meeting was called to order at 8:10 A.M.

Members Present: Sarah Kady, John Scott, Bobbi Swenson, Scott Trepkowski, Keith Donley, Michele Levandusky, Kirk Kelly, Mike Wettstein, Jayne Lefler, Amy Farnum, Linda Donley, and Vickie Gerstenberger.
It was moved by Michele Levandusky and supported by Linda Donley to approve the April 7, 2010 minutes as presented. 

Motion Carried.

Treasurers Report: Sarah Kady presented the Treasurer’s report. The balances are as follows:

· Savings Account 

$  2,616.03
· Chamber Bucks

$  2,593.18
· Certificate of Deposit
$  5,725.87

Chamber dues collected to date is $3,500.00.

It was moved by Linda Donley and supported by Amy Farnum to approve the Treasurers report as presented.

Motion Carried.

Old Business:
John Scott stated that he will plan to set up his back drop for pictures at the next meeting for the Chamber website. Please remember to wear a smile(
Update on Chamber Website:  John Scott reported that he has met with Celia Slater (Graphic Design student at Sanilac County ISD and student at Marlette Community Schools) and the website is coming along. Mr. Scott urged Chamber members once again to provide pictures and share testimonies for the site. They are planning to have a coupon/special service page where businesses can do special advertising.
New Business:

Country Fair Days: Michele Levandusky reported that the Country Fair committee is looking for volunteers. The committee is looking for financial donations for fireworks and other events. Michele shared information about the Death by Chocolate event planned for Friday, April 30, 2010 at the Marlette Masonic Hall. From 6:30 – 8:30 P.M. Judging at 7P.M. Sharp. Come and sample some of the most delicious chocolate creations around! Chefs from all over the area have been invited to participate in this event. Come see and taste their masterpiece! Desserts to die for. Categories for both Professional & Non –Professionals. Contact At Your Service 810-223-6517 for additional information. Tickets are $8.00 in advance and $10.00 at the door. Children under 12 are $5.00.
There will be a lot of changes with the schedule this year. The parade will be at 4:30 P.M. in the afternoon along with the majority of the events being held downtown. The schedule and additional information will be posted on the web page and on the Facebook fan page. 
Mike Wettstein (Sandusky Tribune) has articles and ads in the Sandusky Tribune once a month titled “The Marlette Monitor”. He is highlighting Marlette area news and events along with ads from area businesses. The cost for a business size ad is $25.00. Mike is doing this as a service to the community of Marlette and a way to share what the Marlette Area Chamber is doing. Thanks Mike. This has been great exposure for the Chamber. This special advertisement/information is displayed in the Sandusky Tribune the third Thursday of each month.
Mike is planning to put together a placemat to be distributed before Country Fair Days to help advertise Country Fair activities. A business card size ad will cost $25.00. All proceeds go to the Chamber/Country Fair Days.

Harlem Ambassadors Fundraiser: Sarah Kady shared information about this new event with the Chamber as a whole. The committee has set the date to host the Harlem Ambassadors for Thursday, November 4, 2010 at 7:00 P.M. The event will last approximately two hours. The game will be played first and then the team will host an autograph/meet and greet time. The committee would like to be able to sell tickets at $5.00 for a student and $7.00 for adults. The Harlem Ambassadors have what they call a “Team Store” and sell team promotional items. The organization will give the Chamber of Commerce 10% of the sales. The Chamber members can plan to sell concession/food items. 
The organization will autograph a basketball for the Chamber and would encourage us to sell raffle tickets throughout the night (all proceeds go to the Chamber). 

We put together a team of about 20 players. The hope is to get players from Marlette, Brown City, Kingston and Sandusky so we can pull people from all over the county. All players have to be 19 years of age. The committee has already been working on putting a team together. The organization suggests that any player that plays on the team get a sponsorship/make a donation of $50.00 to play. This will help cover our costs of the event.

There are two requirements for the team that need to be worked out yet. One is to provide lodging for the team and to provide the team with a dinner the night of the event. The committee will work out these requirements. We have mailed out the $500.00 deposit and will need to pay another $500.00 by August 4, 2010 with the final payment due on November 1, 2010.
The show will consist of dazzling ball handling drills, hilarious comedy routines, and high flying slam dunks.

Sarah stated that committee is very excited about this event and is looking for more committee members. We want this event to be a GREAT success for the Chamber and hopefully a money maker. The money raised will be donated or used to help support other Chamber events.
Sanilac Economic Alliance Update: Keith Donley gave an update on behalf of the SEA. 

FYI-Virginia has information on the Detroit Area Chamber of Commerce free grant funding tool program. The initial interview has been done. This helps businesses with career/talent pool searches. The information is spread through out the Detroit area. For those interested in additional information please contact Virginia. 

The Chamber will meet again on May 5, 2010 at 8:00 A.M. at Eddie G’s. 

Meeting adjourned.

