MARLETTE AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

May 5, 2010
The Marlette Area Chamber of Commerce meeting was called to order at 8:10 A.M.

Members Present: Sarah Kady, John Scott, Scott Trepkowski, Mike Wettstein, Vickie Gerstenberger, Kendra Jickling, Patrecia Ross, Greg Roraff, Michele Jackson, Toby Lawlor, Pat Wilson, and Jeriann Patterson, .

It was moved by Pat Wilson and supported by Kendra Jickling to approve the May 5, 2010 minutes as presented. 

Motion Carried.

Treasurers Report: Sarah Kady presented the Treasurer’s report. The balances are as follows:

· Savings Account 

$  2,592.35
· Chamber Bucks

$  1,764.29
· Certificate of Deposit
$  5,725.87

Chamber dues collected to date is $3,500.00.

It was moved by Kendra Jickling and seconded by Pat Wilson to approve the Treasurers report as presented.

Motion Carried.

Old Business:
Update on Chamber Website:  John Scott reported that he has met with Celia Slater (Graphic Design student at Sanilac County ISD and student at Marlette Community Schools) and the website is coming along. Mr. Scott urged Chamber members once again to provide pictures and share testimonies for the site. They are planning to have a coupon/special service page where businesses can do special advertising.

Country Fair Days: Toby Lawlor and Mike Wettstein shared a Country Fair Days update. The committee is still looking for financial donations for fireworks and other events but is getting closer to their goal. The Death by Chocolate event was a big success raising $560.00. The Knights of Columbus/Country Fair dinner raised $680.00, which was donated toward fireworks. Sisters in Quilting donated a quilt to the Country Fair Days committee to be raffled off (we are selling raffle tickets for$1.00 each). The raffle raised $131.00 at the Death by Chocolate event. The quilt will appear around town for people to view and purchase tickets. The quilt is currently being showcased at Tri County Bank. 
Mike Wettstein stated that the committee is looking to get as much free advertising as they possibly can. Mike is including Country Fair information in the Marlette Monitor (Sandusky Tribune) and John Frazier is also working with the committee to get the event information out in the Marlette Leader. Sarah is also posting information on the City web-page.

The parade has been moved to 4:30 P.M. in the afternoon. Main Street will be shut down for a few hours. The alumni football game against Kingston is at the football field at 6:00 P.M. following the parade. The Melodrama will have three performances this year (Friday, Saturday, and Sunday). The committee is looking to get inflatables' for the kids. There will be the 3 on 3 basketball tournament and the hospitality tent at the park.
Mike Wettstein is planning to put together a placemat to be distributed before Country Fair Days to help advertise Country Fair activities. A business card size ad will cost $25.00. All proceeds go to the Chamber/Country Fair Days.

John Scott reported that he has been meeting with the Marlette Historical Society trying to work out details on how we can keep the Depot open as a museum and Visitor Center this summer. Pat Ross is sending out an invoice to surrounding Chambers who put their information in the Visitor Center ($25.00 a month). This fell thru the cracks last year. John Scott and Pat Ross stressed the need for volunteers on Friday and Sunday afternoons. 

John and Pat also expressed a want to host additional activities at the Depot throughout the summer (Car shows, quilt shows, craft shows, concerts, etc). 

Sarah Kady offered to contact the school to see if she can get some Student Council and National Honor Society students to volunteer. This is a great way for the students to get involved in the Community and a wonderful addition to their portfolio. Pat Ross stated that she would be more than happy to do a training session with the students. 

Pat shared that the Historical Society is a small committee and so we will only be able to keep the Depot open as a Visitors Center when volunteers are available.

Harlem Ambassadors Fundraiser: Sarah Kady shared information about this new event with the Chamber as a whole. The committee has set the date to host the Harlem Ambassadors for Thursday, November 4, 2010 at 7:00 P.M. The event will last approximately two hours. The game will be played first and then the team will host an autograph/meet and greet time. The committee would like to be able to sell tickets at $5.00 for a student and $7.00 for adults. The Harlem Ambassadors have what they call a “Team Store” and sell team promotional items. The organization will give the Chamber of Commerce 10% of the sales. The Chamber members can plan to sell concession/food items. 

The organization will autograph a basketball for the Chamber and would encourage us to sell raffle tickets throughout the night (all proceeds go to the Chamber). 

We put together a team of about 20 players. The hope is to get players from Marlette, Brown City, Kingston and Sandusky so we can pull people from all over the county. All players have to be 19 years of age. The committee has already been working on putting a team together. The organization suggests that any player that plays on the team get a sponsorship/make a donation of $50.00 to play. This will help cover our costs of the event.

There are two requirements for the team that need to be worked out yet. One is to provide lodging for the team and to provide the team with a dinner the night of the event. The committee will work out these requirements. We have mailed out the $500.00 deposit and will need to pay another $500.00 by August 4, 2010 with the final payment due on November 1, 2010.

The show will consist of dazzling ball handling drills, hilarious comedy routines, and high flying slam dunks.

Sarah stated that committee is very excited about this event and is looking for more committee members. We want this event to be a GREAT success for the Chamber and hopefully a money maker. The money raised will be donated or used to help support other Chamber events.
Pat Ross and Mike Wettstien shared with the Chamber an update from the mural committee. The committee is still looking for artists but have pictures of all the available buildings for potential murals. They are looking into the potential of doing quilt blocks on barns and buildings. Pat feels this will really draw people to tour Marlette.
DDA Update: Kendra Jickling gave an update on behalf of the DDA. The DDA is in the process of finalizing plans to re-pave the City parking lot and alley behind Main Street Pharmacy/Drillock Law Firm (across from Eddie G’s). The project is tentatively planned to start in September 2010. The DDA then plans to move forward with paving the parking lot/alley behind Beagios/C C’s/City Hall.

John Scott was excited to announce that the Facebook Marlette Fan Page is up to 750 viewers. John shared a video he put together of the Death by Chocolate event.

Toby Lawlor questioned if businesses can post information on this page (business promotion)?

John Scott stated that this site is designed for Marlette businesses to get more exposure and for the Chamber and other organizations to post activity information. 

It was moved by Toby Lawlor and supported by Pat Wilson to allow businesses to post business promotional information on the Marlette Face book Fan page.

Motion Carried.

Sarah Kady updated the Chamber on the Great Getaways segment that was taped late last summer. The segment should be ready by June for the Chamber to view and we should hear further on an air date.
John Scott shared that the Promotion committee will be taking over planning the 2011 Spring Carnival Event from Sarah Kady. Sarah was happy to have someone take over planning the event.
Marlette Community Schools Superintendent Jeriann Patterson thanked the Chamber members for supporting the Headlee Renewal. Incumbent Jay Burton was re-elected and newly voted Board member Brian McGinnis will join the board in July 2010.
The Chamber will meet again on June 2, 2010 at 8:00 A.M. at the Coach House. 

Meeting adjourned.

